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This #s all thu-my Friemd informs me. The Conteri I have for the 
Engliſh Nation, tho a Stranger, and my Affection to the Proteſtant 
| Religion, have induc d me to publiſh this Letter, that th 
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ADVERTISBMENT from the-Pub7jney at COLOGNE. 
f 1 HE Piece which Igive here to the Publick, is ſo conſiderable in 
| it ſelf, that you will certainly be willing to know how it fell into 
my hands. T owe it to an Officer, one of my Friends, who has a conſide- 


rable Poſt in the Confederate Army. He ſent it me from Douay, and 


inform d me at the ſame time, that perceiving a ſort of a Valiſe or Port- 


manteau in his Chamber, which he came to after the Siege, he deſir'd his 


Landlord to remove it; and ask'd him ſmiling if his Strong Box were 


not in it. His Landlord Reply'd, that it did not belong to him, but to 4 


Stranger who came from Paris, and call d himſelf an Iriſhman : He hig'd 


that Chamber, and having fall'n Sick, died there of a languiſhing Diſtem- 


per; and his Landlord had kept that Valiſe ever ſince, till ſome Body 
came to demand it. Upon this the Officer thought the Right of Conqueſt, 


and ſome other Circumſtances which his Landlord told him, gave him 


4 Title to make uſe of it. Accordingly he open'd it; and finding, among 


other things, ſeveral Papers in Engliſh and French, he immediately 


' Communicated them to his Superiors; and looking upon this Memorial as 
a4 remarkable Piece, he obtain'd leave to take a Copy, on condition that 


he ſhould leave out the proper Names, and certain - Paſſages, according 


\ 


belongs may make ſuch uſe of it as they ſhall think fit. 


The Publick News make frequent mention of the different Parties in England We 


ſee that they mutually charge one another with pernicious Deſigns. Many People alledg 


that there's no foundation for thoſe reciprocal Invectives, and that the Heads of the 
Parties make uſe of em only, td impoſe on the People, and to poſſeſs themſelves of the 

- oft gainful Imployments. We can't doubt however that there are conceal d Jacobites 

zn that Kingdom, who make uſe of thoſe Diviſions to advance the Intereſt of tbe pre- 
tended Prince of Wales: Here you have al the Springs they make uſe of; and without 

' penetrating into the Hearts of each Party we may boldly conclude, that thoſe who 


follow the Inſtructions of the Court of St. GERMAINS are not the beſt affected 


10 the RELIGION and LIBERTY of their Coumry; not that I wound ſuggeſt, 

that all thoſe who ſeem to follow them are in the deſign to bring in the Pre- 
tender; God forbid ! I believe on the contrary, that many of thoſe People 
do not ſee the ne: of what they are put upon, and that they wou'd 
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Methods to be us'd for ſetting 


A LETTER: from 4 Gentleman of the Court of St. Germains , to 


one of his Friends in England: ' Containing 4 
the Pretender on the Throne of Great- 


EMORIAL about the 


Britain. Found at Douay after the taking of that Town. 


SIR, 


HO for ſome time I have not 
had the Honour of a Letter 
from you, yet I have been in- 

form'd by other Hands of all 

that has paſs'd in England with 
relation to our Affairs. It muſt he own'd 


that our Friends never gave us ſtronger 


proofs of their Zeal and Affection than at 
preſent 3 and provided they don't flacken , 
we have. reaſon to hope for every thing 


from the happy Diſpoſition of the ſoundeft 


part of the Church of England towards re- 
ſtoring their Lawful Prince. I congratu- 
late you upon it with all my heart by this 
Letter in the beginning of the New Year, 
till I can have an opportunity to do it by 
word of Mouth, which perhaps may be 
ſooner than you imagine. We ought to de- 
ſpair of nothing in this World. Who would 
not have thought, even leſs than a Year 
ago, that we ſhould have been at preſent 
in a Melancholy and Diſgraceful .Exile 
either in Swiſſerland or Italy ? The moſt 


Chriſtian King, our Illuſtrious and Gene- 


rous Protector, was at one and the ſame 
time overwhelm'd with the two Plagnes of 
War and Famine, His Finances were in 
the utmoſt Diſorder, and Want of Provi- 
ſions did no leſs affi& his Army than the 
reſt of his Kingdom. That Prince, who 
has a true Tenderneſs for his Subjects, was 
ſenſibly touch'd with their Miſery; and 
preferring their Happineſs to his own, he 
ſent his Plenipotentiaries to Holland to en- 
deavour a Peace. | 

I need not tell you, Sir, how much the 
Allies were elevated with this Step, what 
Advantage they propos'd to themſelves 
from the Calamities of France, and what 
hard and inſulting Preliminarics they inſiſt- 
ed upon, WE PE, : | 


We were ſpeedily inform'd of the Arti- 
cle that related to the King of England; 
which alarm'd us ſo much the more , be- 
cauſe we ſaw the Calamities of France in- 
creaſing every day. Their Majeſties ha- 
ften'd to Verſailles in order to ward off that 
Blow. But the moſt Chriftian King pray'd 
them to confider his Condition , and ex- 
horted- them to arm themſelves with Reſo- 
lution and Patience; aſſuring them at the 
ſame time, that he would never abandun 
them, and that to what place ſoever the 
Neceſſity of the Times might oblige them 
to retire, he would uſe all his endeavours 
to reſtore them to their Dominions. You 
may eaſily Judg, Sir, that this Anſwer, 
tho? very favourable and obliging, did not 
eaſe our Minds. Our Sorrow increas'd 
every day, *till we underftood with Tran- 
ſports of Joy that his moſt Chriftian Ma- 
jeſty had refus'd to ſign the Preliminaries. 


That Prince, who is a true Pattern of 


Activity and Wiſdom, had before-hand 


ſent Veſſels to ſeek for Corn in all parts of I | 


the World; and he took care to reftore 


his Finances, by ordering new Species toy. 
be coin'd, and by takiug ſuch other Me- 


thods as are not unknown to you. 


"Tis true, our Joy was not long-liv'd. 
France loft two Towns and one Battel be- 


fore the End of the Year ; aud ſince we 
had no reaſon to hope that ſhe could re- 
trieve ſo many Loſſes, and be able to ſup- 
port us by the Force of her Arms, but on 


the contrary had ground to believe that 
ſhe would do all that was poffible to pro- 


cure a Peace, and was reſolv'd to go into 
it, if any thing conſiderable were allow'd 


to the King of Spain, we grew more me- 
lancholy and deſpondiug than even The 
rea ſon was, becauſe we preſum'd tg 
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, on our own Underſtanding, and did not con- 
ceive that Providence cou d make ule of any 


other Methods for 1 our Prince, than 
$ 


thole which we our ſelves had propos'd. 
- We have now quite other thoughts, and 
are perſuaded that this great Blow muſt be 


ſttuck by England her felt; nor are we able 


to conceive how we came formerly to be ſo 


much blinded as to.that matter, That you 
may the better underſtand me, I muſt pray 
you to conſider that tho our Country men 
do at firſt view appear to be fierce, untractas 
ble, and ſavage ; yet there are two very dif- 
ferent ways to ſoften and tame them, The 
firſt is, to treat them with a high Hand and 
Authority, and to ſtrike boldly home. This 
ſtuns the Englifþ at firſt; and being naturally 
feartu], their Courage abates, and they eaſily 
ſubmit, and comp!y. The Reigu of the late 
King gives us ſeveral Inftances of it: Tis 
certain, that if the Prince of Orange had not 
croſs'd the Sea, to inſpire the Malecontents 
with Courage. K. Fames II. might eaſily have 
accompliſh'd all that he deſir d. The ſecond 
way to become Maſters of the Eegliſb, is to 
make uſe of 'Mildneſs,, Infinyations, and 
Arguments from Intereſt and Self-love, i. e. 
to perſuade them by plauſible Reaſons, to 
gain them by Submiſſions and Commendations 
toſatisfy their Avarice, and flatter their Amz 
bition; to ſerve our ſelves dextrouſly of one 
Party to deſtroy another, to foment the 
Hatred and Animoſitiesthat are bet ixt them, 
and to ſurniſh them with Methods to avenge 
themſelves on one another by turns, or at leaſt 
to free both of em from their Reſtraints. 
This Method is no leſs ſure than the other; 
and conſidering the preſent Diſpoſition of 
their Minds, I take it to be the only Method 
that's practicable. | 
For to make uſe of Power or Force, we 
muſt be actually poileſs'd of them, or at leaſt 
cloth'd with ſufficient Authority to impole 
th m. But you know we have no Force 
wi hin the Kingdom, and we can't promiſe 
our lelves any from abroad, But tho we 
could rely on foreign Aſſiſtance, I know not 
whether we ſhould venture to make uſe of 
it, till we be well aſſur'd of the greateſt part 
of th: Nation,; fince otherwiſe that would 


tend to a Civil War, the Conſequences of 


C&S & 


which muſt certainly be fatal. For in the 
firſt-place, if his Majeſty ſhould endeavour 
to reſtore himſelf by a foreign Power, he 


would by that means loſe a great parc of his 
Many People, eſpecially thoſe who 
poſſeſs Church-Lands, would be afraid that 


Friends. 


the King having once ſubdu'd his Rebellious 
Subjects, would improve his Victory, and in 


that caſe order all things according to his own. 


W1ll and Pleaſure. There are others who 
carry their Speculations ſtill further, and 
are perſuaded that if France have once the P- 


wer of impoſing a King upon them, the wil! 


overn him afterwards as ſhe pleaſes; and 


willcertainly umpoveriſh England, and enrich 
her felt, with our Spoils; that's to ſay, 11 
our Commerce, which ſhe will by degrees 
reduce to nothing 5 


Thoſe People continually remember the 
| Eaſineſs of K. charles II. who, notwithſtand- 


ing all the Mortifications he receiv'd from 
France, went {o far into her Intereſt, that he 
taught her. King to build Ships, and put 


him in a condition to have Merchant-Fleets, 
which have enlarg'd her Commerce in all 
parts to the prejudice of 'ours, and to equip 


Navies that have made England tremble. 
There's another thing to be conſider'd, 
which makes this Affair ſtill more nice, The 


y obliging him to follow her Directions, 


Revolution has transter d the Crown from 


the Family of Great Bi itain to the Families 
of Hannover and Bradenburg , ſo that we are 
not te doubt but they will do their utmoſt 
to hinder our Prince trom coming to the 
Throne. Beſides, Holland will always be a= 


frsid that a King of England in Friendſhip 
with France, will favour the Projects of the 


moſt Chriſtian King, andenter into a League 
with him to deſtroy their Republick. More= 


over, the Dutch have made ſtrict Allances 


with the Princes of Hannover and Brandenburg; 

and we may be ſure they have not forgot to 
make the Succeſſion of England one of the 
Articles. So that there are three Powers rea= 
dy to ruſh in upon our Country with a for- 


midable Army, as ſoon as ever they hear that 


his Majeſty is gone to take poſſeſſion of the 
Throne. You can't but know Sir. that our 


Enemies in the Kingdom would join them; 
and that by conſequence, unlels we have de- 
; | royd | 
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ſtroy'd them before-hand, or be ſure of moſt 
part of the Nation, twill not be poſſible for 
us to refiſt them, May God preferveus from 


* ſuch a Deſolation, as ſo bloody a War would 


bring upon us! By this you may ſee, that we 
muſt think no more of the King's being re- 
ſtor'd by a foreign Power: We muſt care= 
fully abandon all thoſe Ideas, or at leaſt make 


uſe of 'em with a great deal of Art, leſt we 


provoke thoſe to turn our Enemies who are 
now wells affected to our Cauſe. 

But you and your Friends, Sir, have 
no need of any ſuch Advice, fince the 
Meaſures you have taken, and have al- 
ready been ſo ſucceſsful in, are quite dif- 
ferent from them. Their Majefties are 
very well inform'd of it, and have order'd 
me to acquaint you with their Satisfaction 
in it, and to return you their Thanks 
for it. = | 
In the mean time, as in occaſions of this 
nature, there re certain Maxims which 
*tis good to have always in readineſs, and 
neceſſary to be practis'd as the juncture 
will allow it, Lam order'd to impart our 


- Reflections to you, that you may make uſe 
of *em from time to time as the Caſe re- 


quires, The Pleaſure with which you 
have formerly receiv'd Memorials of this 
nature, puts us in hope that you will enter- 
tain this with the like regard. 

Since the Prince of Orange, as I have 
already obſerv'd, was the great Cauſe of 
all our Misfortunes ; and that the Revo- 
lution was brought about by I know not 
what Affection the infatuated People had 
for him, and which makes them ftill adhere 
to it, *twill always be a great Point gain'd 
to leſſen their Eſteem of him, and to black- 
en his Memory as much as poſſible. *Twill 
be very uſeful to ſuggeſt that nothing but 
his Ambition, and Defire of a Crown, in- 
duc'd him to invade England; nor muſt you 
forget to infinuate that the thing he had 
chiefly in view was to augment the Power 
of the Dutch our mortal Enemies, and to 
raiſe them on the Ruins of our Country. 
In effect, Sir, this ambitious Prince per- 
ceiving the ſtrict Alliance betwixt James II. 
and Lewis XIV. whom he always hated 
extreamly, was ſenſible that if that Union 
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la ſted, twas in the power of France to hum- 
ble the Dutch when ſhe pleas'd, and to re- 
duce them to ſuch a Condition as to make 
no more a figure in Europe by their Com- 
merce or their Arms, and that by this 
means he himſelf ſhou'd be reduc'd to a 
very low State. To ward off this Blow, 
he knew there was nothing elſe to be done 
but to invade England, where he did not 
want his Creatures: The Dutch, to whom 
he imparted his Fears, came immediately 
into his Meaſures, and thought the mat- 


ter of ſuch importance, that they lent him 


all their Forces, and left their own Coun- 
try naked to go where they thought there 
was moſt occaſion for them, in order to 
bring ſo potent a Nation as ours into their 
own Intereſt. Theſe things, Sir, muſt be 
well explain'd ; and it ought to be inſiſted 


upon, that Religion and Liberty were only 


falſe Pretexts which the Prince of Orange 
made uſe of to cover his ambitious Deſigns. 
This Article is ſo much the more eſſential, 
becauſe if we can once make the Revolution 
odious and black, all that is built upon it 
will fall of courſe; and we cannot begin 
better than by giving the People bad Im- 
preſſions of him, who was the Author of it. 

You muſt not forget thoſe who were 
the chief Inftruments of it in England, and 
are ſtill its moſt violent Patrons. But what 
is moſt perplexing in this Affair is, that 
moſt of *em are of the Church of England, 
at leaſt as to Profeſhon ; which gains them 
admittance into Parliament, And the chief 
Poſts of the State, : But if you conſider 
what I ſaid, *twill not be difficult to repre- 
ſent them as'Republicans, Enemies to Roy- 
al Authority and Monarchy, Traitors to 
their Country, and Men of no Religion 
who only profeſs to be of the Church of 
England for the ſake of their Intereſt, but 
are ſecretly conſpiring her ruin. When 
once you can poſſeſs the People with theſe 
Maxims, the Reſtoration of our Prince is 
not far off; for thoſe Low Churchmen are 
almoſt the only and chief obſtacle in our 
way at preſent. It muſt be own'd however 
that their Strength does not lie wholly in 
their own Party, for they are ſupported 
by the Non-conformiſts whom they on 
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and maintain on all occaſions; and as they 
have procur'd them a Toleration, and en- 
deavour'd to annul or weaken thoſe Laws 
which {till reſtra in the Sectaries, they ma in- 
tain and ſupport the Low-Church by way 
of Requital. | 8 
Rut let not that diſcourage you, it may 
not be fo difficult as you imagin to break 
that Confe leracy. Tho the Non-Conformiſts 
can't be ignorant that the High-Church- 
men do not love them, yet they are not 
ſo untractable as they ſeem to be: Careſſes 
and Civilities well manag'd eaſily gain 
them; and they are ſo much the more ſen- 
ſible of 'em, becauſe the High-Churchmen 
commonly treat them with Haughtineſs 
and Contempt, and we have ſeen them oft- 
ner than once vote at Elections for ſuch 
Perſons to be Members of Parliament, as 


| Wou'd willingly have voted their Extermi- 


nation in the Houſe; therefore *tis not im- 
poſſihle to gain them, and break them off 
from their great Patrons. 

But tho this Method ſhou'd not ſucceed, 
there are others remaining which may be 
more efficacious to deſtroy thoſe Low- 
Churchmen, particularly one which is 
worth all the reſt; and that is, Sir, to bring 


the Clergy into your Intereſt, and get 
them intirely devoted to you. You are not 


ignorant of the Power they have over the 
Minds of the People, who are naturally ſu- 
perſtitious; and you know as well as I, that, 
the Gown excepted, the Clergy are alto- 
gether like other Men: Nay twou'd ſeem 
that they are more addicted to Revenge, 


Ambition and Avarice. than Laymen. I 


ſpeak with the more freedom of your Cler- 


gy, becauſe you know , Sir, "was they, 


who by their pretended Maxims of Non- 
Reſiftance and Abſolute Submiſſion, and by 
their fair Proteſtations of Loyalty and in- 
violable Affection, threw the late King 
Nantes into a fatal and per nicious Security. 
As long as that Prince treated the Non- 
conformiſts according to the Rigor of the 
Law, the Clergy heap'd their Enlogiums 
and Bleſſings upon him; but as ſoon as he 
allow'd them to have their Meetings, and 
ſtop'd the Courſe of the Penal Laws, and 
hen he deſir d that two or three Perſons 


(6) 
might be admitted on his Recommendati⸗ 
on into the Univerſities, the Clergy im- 
mediately ſeiz*'d with fury, cry'd out that 
all was loſt; then all their Maxims of Paſ- 
ſive Obedience and Abſolute Submiſſion to 


the Will of their Princes, which they had 
ſo much preach'd up vaniſh'd at once. They 
aim at our Patrimony, ſaid the Clergy a- 
mong themſelves, therefore we are no more 


oblig'd by any Duty or Oath ; let's found 


the Alarm thro? all the Kingdom, let's cry 
out that all's loft, and go over to the Prince 
of Orange, Who will do us juſtice, and not 
ſuffer one farthing of our Revenue to be 


touch'd. They were not wanting to cover 
thoſe falſe Pretexts with a Cloak of Reli- 


gion and Liberty; all the Diſcourſe was 


then Popery and Tyranny 3. The Biſhops 


order'd it ſo as to be put in the Tower, af. 
ter they had bravd the King in his own 
Palace. What was fingular in this matter 


was, that the ſame Perſons who had always 


favour'd the Catholicks, did then rail a- 


gainſt them with inconceiveable fury; as. 
ifa handful of People, who had always 


been their Friends, and had ſo frequently 
aſſiſted them againſt the Non-conformifts, 
cou'd have been capable of doing them 
any hurt. 
Clergy did ſo much animate the People, 


and poſſeſs them with ſuch a fury, that 
and all that was 
dear to him, not finding themſelves ſafe in 


their lawſul Prince, 


their own Palace, nor among their own 


Domeſticks, cou'd not think themſelves ſe- : 
cure by any other Method than a ſhame-: 2 


ful and precipitate flight. 


'You may judge by this, Sir, of the Pow 
er of your Miniſters, and of the advantage 


we may make of that Order of Men, if 


willing to expiate the Crime they have 
committed; they declare themſelves bold= 


ly for us, and do as much in our Favour 
as they formerly did to, deſtroy us. *Twill 
be ſo much the more eaſie to gain them, 


that they have been a long time ſenſible. 


they were only made Tools of at the Re- 
volution; and no doubt moſt of em have 


repented of the ſteps which they then 


took. In effect, the Non-conformiſts, whom 


they dread much more than the Catholicks, 


and 
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and whom the late King deſign'd only 
the Law, have obtain'd an Act of Parlia- 


1 ment, which eftabliſhes their Sects for ever, 


and by conſequence ſets' them on an equal 
foot with the Church of Englaud. Their 
Number is by this means extraordinarily 
increas'd 3 and as their Preachers are 


more regular in their Converſation than 


your Clergy, they eaſily impoſe upon the 


People, and make Proſelytes every day. 


Your Minifters are not ignorant of this, 
but make bitter Complaints of it: You 
muſt therefore keep up. their Reſentments, 


increaſe their Jealoufie, promiſe to reſtore 
them to their Antient Luſtre, and to put 


them in a condition to reduce their Ene- 
mies. 5 3 : 7 ; 
| You muſt then maintain with them, tha 


the Church uf England is in imminent Dan- 


er, and on the brink of Ruin, nof only 
rom the Non-conformiſts, as I juſt now 


hinted, but from the Low-Churchmen and 


Latitudinarians. Vou muſt add, that the 
latter are ſo much the more dangerous, 
that being got into the Church, and pro⸗ 
feſſing a great Zeal for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, they eaſily inſinuate themſelves, 


and have a great influence among the com- 
mon People. But above all, you: muſt in- 
fiſt upon this, that the Low-Churchmen do 
all they can to keep the Clergy in Servi- 


tude, and to bring them lower than they 
are at preſent. Twould be proper alſo 
dexterouſly to inſinuate, that the Houſe of 
Hanover being bred up in Principles, 


which come very near thoſe of the Preſ- 


byterians, or rather, which at bottom are 
the ſa me; ſince part of the Lutherans ha ve 
no Biſhops, and where they have any, they 
are only the Shadows of Biſhops, who have 
no regard to a ſucceſhve and uninterrupted 
Ordination, upon which your Clergy va- 
lue themſelves ſo much: You muſt, I ſay, 
inſinuate that Princes educated in that man- 
ner may very probably make Alterations in 
the Church of England, either by eftabliſh- 
ing Presbytery, or endeavouring a Compre- 
henſion, which will be no leſs pernict- 
ous. You muſt not fail to improve this 
Thought, . 


5 " N 8 a; - mg TER . * £ EO IIS 8 1 
a K * oo —_— * " 8 ny P PET 2 14 Ks * . 1.4 4 mY FR * hes: A ” L 
WR 4 WORST * * * . N - IS GE at = 
Y : L . WY + > - * « F * ; &;'B 1 
5 * * 
- 
( | ) | 


to 
exempt for a time from the Severities of 


In ſhort, as *tis lawful in fo juſt a Cauſe 
to make uſe of all Advantages, *twill be 
proper to inſiſt on the Danger of the 
Church from the Books of Controverſy 
which the Non-Conformiſts write againft 
the Church of England. This muſt he re- 
preſented as an unheard of piece of Inſo- 
lence and Boldneſs, which is not only con- 
trary to the Act of Toleration, wherein 
no ſuch thing is ſpecity'd ; but directly 
tends to the Ruin of the Church, by per- 
verting her Members, and filling her with- 
Trouble and Confuſion. You may alſo 
charge the whole Body of the Non Confor- 
miſts and Latitudinarians with certain 
Pieces that ſome Atheiſts, Deiſts, or So- 
cinians have Publish'd in England ſince the 
Revolution. You muſt aggravate the 
number of *em, and declare boldly that 
unle$ the Authors and Favourers of thoſe 
abominable Libels be deftroy'd , nothing 
le is to be; expected than the Judgments - 
of God upon the whole Nation, and that 
the Church should be intirely Ruin'd. 
There's nothing which ſtrikes, or animates 
the People more than ſuch Suggeftions. 

And as we can't make thoſe Perſons too 
odious whom we reſolve to deftroy, you 
muſt draw the Diſſenters in ſuch. colours 
as,ar2\moft like to produce that Effect; 
and in this you will find the Clergy natu- 
rally diſpos'd to ſecond you. Vo will al- 


ways find them ready to make uſe of the 


harſheſt Expreſſions, and the moſt choak- 
ing Epithets that can be thought on. Re- 
preſent them then as furious Schiſmaticks, 


who ha ve rent the Bowels of the Church; 


as ſenfleſs and ridicnlous Fanaticks, who 
perſiſt in their Error out of mere Obſtina- 
cy, to flatter the Corruption of their 
Mind, and to gratify their criminal Paſſi- 
ons: That they have neither Vertue nor 
Honour, which are Qualities abſolutely. 
incompatible with, Schiſm and Hereſy : 
That *tis nothing but worldly: Intereſt and 
unſupportable Preſumption that keeps 
them from. conforming to the Church: 
That they are ſo far from being ſatisfy'd 
with the Advantages they enjoy, that they 
aſpire to greater things, and to be Maſters 
of all at laſt ; That they do not content 
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themſelves to Plot againſt the Church and 
contrive her ruin, but their Deſign is alſo 


laid againſt the Monarchy, to which they 


have always been Enemies; and that they 
wait only a favourable opportunity to o- 
verturn the Government, and to ſet up a 
Republick. On this occaſion you muſt call 
to mind what they did in the Reign of 


Charles I. and repreſent them as ready to ince: 
x4 to maintain that ſhe entertains Funda men- 


act the ame part over again. 

There's ſtill another way to attack them, 
which comes nothing ſhort of this, and 
may be more effettual. As all their 
Power is founded on the miſchievous Act 
of Toleration, you muft endeavour to un- 
dermine it inſenſibly, for I do not believe 
that we can eafily get it repeal'd by ano- 
ther Act; therefore you muft endeavour 
to clog the Toleration-A& with ſo many 
Reſtrictions and Limitations, as you may 
do with it what you pleaſe. I mean that 


you muſt repreſent it as a Proviſional Act, 
and not as a Fundamental Law of the 
State: You muſt alledg that twas in a 


manner extorted by the Confuſion of the 


Times, and neceſſity of Affairs: That the 


Prince of Orange having made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of Eng land, and being ſupported by 
Holland, and almoſt all the reſt of Europe, 


the Nation was not in a Condition to op- 
poſe an Act form'd by a Parliament that 
was intirely Devoted to him. 
added, that this Act is rather poſitive than 
negative; that it does not eftabliſh Non- 
conformity, but only exempt Diſſenters 
from the Fines and Penalties the Laws 


It may be 


That tis 


had Decreed againſt them: 


merely an Act of Indulgence and Reſpite, 
which only ſuſpends the Laws, and ſtops 
the Courſe of em: 
Adt relates only to Conſciences that are tru- 


In ſhort, that this 


ly tender and ſcrupulous, z. e. ſuch Perſons 
who, after having examin'd both Religions 
without Bigottry, Paſſion and Prejudice, 
are convinc'd that they can't conform to 
the Church of England without wounding 
their Conſciences, 2. e. without commit- 
ting a mortal and unpardonable Crime. 
Now if once you can bring it about to 


get the Act explain'd in this manner, you 


| % - may quickly do with thoſe People what 


(8) 


you pleaſe. In the firſt place you will bring 
them into an odious and ridiculous Con- 


tradition, fince they have hitherto al- 
ways confeſs'd that the Church of Eu- 
gland Teaches all the Articles neceſſary to | 
Salvation; and that they have nothing to 


object againſt her but ſome matters of Diſ- 
cipline, and a few Ceremonies of ſmall im- 
portance ; But then they muft be oblig'd 


tal Errors and Doctrines which can't be 
embrac'd without mortal Sin; ſo that they 


muſt either miſerably contradi& them- 


ſelves or ſpeak a new Language. I need 


not add, that nothing is capable to render 
them more odious than ſuch a Confeſſion, 


if they dare be ſo bold as to make it, or 
more proper to haſten their Deſtruction; 
for no body will endure People who alledg 
that the Church of England maintains dam- 
nable Doctrines. But this is not all the 
Advantage which will reſult from ſuch an 
Explication of the Toleration-Act; for by 
this means, Sir, you will become Judges of 


the Conſciences of Diſſenters: ' You will 
then have a Power to determine whether 


thoſe who claim the Protection of that Act 
ha ve the Qualities which it requires: 


They are not to be truſted upon their own 


Word, this is founded on the Nature of 
all Laws. When a Law grants a Favour 


to certain Perſons on condition that they 


be ſo and ſo qualify d, *tis certain that this 


Favour is not confer*d upon every one that 


claims it; that muſt be done Juridically 
by Magiftrates appointed for the Executi- 
on of the Laws; tis their Part to deter- 
mine whether the Perſons who claim it 
have the Qualities preſcrib'd by the Law, 


and whether they are to enjoy the advan- 3 


tages of it: By this means you may exclude 
whom you pleaſe, and at the ſame time 
make the Act of no effect. If the Secular 
Judges find any difficulty in it, you need 
only Ere& an Eccleſiaſtical Tribunal, 


which by obliging People to give the Rea- 


ſons of their Scruples, and by conſequence 


of their Faith, will ſpeedily ſee whether 


their Conſciences be truly tender, and 
whether their Scruples be really and effe- 
ctually ſuch as they can't change their 
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Opinion without incurring eternal damna- 
tion. I am of the mind that they will find 
few Diſſenters of that ſort ; *tis certain at 
leaft, that thoſe will not be accounted ſuch 
who for the ſake of a good Poſt are wil- 
ling to communicate according to the 
Church of England. In this Caſe you will 
have no occaſion to revive the Act againſt 
Occaſional Communion, which unhappily 
miſcarried by being puſh'd on with too 
much Violence; but it may perhaps be 
dangerous to propoſe it again. After all, 
you need not be ſo much concern'd at the 
Act of Toleration. The Huguenots had 
one call'd, The Edict of Nants, becauſe 
Henry IV. their good Friend, gave it them 
in that City; Their chief Miniſters drew 
it up according to their own Mind, and 
*twas much more favourable to them than 
this is to the Diſſenters; yet Lewis XIV. 
found means to weaken that Party by de- 
grees, and in ſuch a manner as gave him 
afterwards an opportunity to reyoke that 


Edict with all the neceſſary Formalities. 


There will be no great difficulty to follow 
the ſame Methods as far as they ſhall be 
judg'd neceſſary. | 

But, in order to gain the Clergy com- 
pleatly, and to bring them abſolutely into 
our Intereſt, you muſt give them good Aſ- 
ſurances that they ſhall be Reſtor d to all 
their former Prerogatives ; They have a 
long time groan'd under the Oppreſſion of 
the Secular Power; for tho' they be al- 
low'd to meet in Convocation, tis nothing 


but for the ſake of Form, for they will not 


allow them the liberty which they always 
had to adjourn themſelves during the Seſ- 
ſion, nor to take into conſideration the 
Relaxation of Diſcipline, and the errone- 
ous ot ee taught every day by Mem. 
bers of their own Body. The Biſhops have 
no Power over the Clergy of their Dio- 
ceſe 3 and how vicious ſoever they be, they 
can neither puniſh nor deprive them : In 
order to try them they muſt be at a vaſt 
Charge, and the Cauſe is at laſt brought 
by way of Appeal before the Secular Tri- 
bunals, who for moſt part make void what's 
done in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts. Tis 
the ſame as to Excommunications which 
the Clergy pronounce againft the Laity , 


Credit among them, 


(9) 3 


they are always abſolv'd by the Secular 
Judges. There are two Inconveniencies 
which reſult from this, and tend equally 
to tarniſh the Church of England: The 
one is, that every Minifter thinking him- 
ſelf ſure of Impunity, gives himſelf readily 
up to Debauchery and other Paſſions , 
which makes the Clergy contemptible and 
odious; and the other is, that the Laity 
having no efteem for their Minifters, treat 
'em with Contempt , and mock at their 
Remonftrances. You may judge what Ad- 
vantage the Presbyterians and other Ene- 
mies of your Church make of theſe things; 
therefore *tisa good way to gain the Cler- 
gy, to promiſe them ſuch an Independance 
as may free them from the Secular Yoke. 

But if you think, Sir, that there muſt 
be other Motives to bring them intirely 
to our Devotion ; I will propoſe one 
which is worth all that can be thought of: 
That is, Sir, to put *em in hopes of a Re- 
ftitution of all the Church-Lands. They 
certainly wiſh it with all their hearts, but 
have no ground to look for it, ſo long as 
things continue as they are. Princes have 
not power enough to. bring their People 
to it. The late King began this Affair, 
but in my Opinion he was ill ad vis'd. He 
ſet about it too ſoon; and perhaps this 
contributed more than any thing elſe to his 
being abandon'd by the Nobility, who 
poſſeſs moſt of thoſe Lands. But if Kings, 
as matters are now ſta ted, have not that 
Power, tis certain that the Clergy, while 
kept under and cry'd down, will never 
have Credit enough to make the Poſſeſ- 
ſors voluntarily quit them. Thus you ſee 
they keep a profound Silence on this 
Head; and that if any of them be ſo bold 
as to inſinuate or hint at this Reſtitution, 
tis always with fear and abundance of Pre- 
cautions. They had better ſay nothing of it: 


Tis not yet time. But they need not doubt 


it, when our Prince comes to the Throne: 
And this is what ought to oblige the Cler- 


gy to haſten his Reftoration by all poſſi- 


ble means. | 

To this End, Sir, you who have ſo much 
and all our other 
Friends ought to exhort them to Preach 


and write continually in fayour of Paſſve 


(T0) 


4 { Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance. Were the 
People once well perſuaded of this Princi- 
ple and its Conſequences, *twould not be 


FE! difficult to bring em to what you pleaſe. 


Their Majeſties have read with a great 
deal of Pleaſure what —— have writ 
upon this Subject, have order'd me to 
thank them, and to aſſure them, that they 
will remember their good Offices. In 


ſhort, this Doctrine tends directly to their 
Reſtoration: For if Kings hold of God 
alone, if they are not to give an Account 


of their Conduct to any other, if the Right 
to the Crown be founded on Proximity of 
Blood, ſo that they ſucceed to Dominion, 
as Children do to their Father's Eſtates ; 
and if, in the laſt Place, Subjects are ne- 
ver to reſiſt em, nor to take Arms againft 
them on any Pretext whatſoever, it clear- 
ly and unanſwerably follows from thence, 
that James III. is the only Prince, ſince 
the Death of the late King, who can, or 
ought to ſucceed to the Crown of Great 
Britain; and that all that has been done 
to the contrary, is abſolutely null and void. 
This is a good Plea, Sir, and only wants 
to be well ſupported. | 

There is no Difficulty in it; for it may 
be aſſerted, that this Doctrine is as ancient 
as the World ; that the Apoſtles taught it 
in a very poſitive manner; that the Pri- 
mitive Chriftians did conftantly praiſe 
it; that by Conſequence, tis one of the 
Chief Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; and that 
in fine, the moſt famous Divines of the 
Church of England, did always look upon 
it as a Fundamental Doctrine of their Re- 
formation, and boa ſted of it as the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of their Church. So 
much for the poſitive Part. After this, 
the contrary Opinion muſt be attack'd, the 
Abſurdity of it diſcover'd, and the Con- 


tradictions in it, and all the frightful Con- 


ſequences of it, ſuch as Rebellion and A- 
narchy, Cc. expos'd. LEY 8 
This being once laid down, there's no 
Man ſo weak, as not to ſee what he ought 
to think of the Revolution, which violated 
all the Maxims juſt now mentioned. The 


Subjects of James II. took Arms to favour 


the Invaſion of the Prince of range; and 


them of the Royalty whenever they think 


not content to have forc'd him to retire in- 
to France, declar'd him to have loſt his 
Right to the Crown, ſet the Uſurper on 
the Throne, furniſh'd him with Money, 
followed him to Jreland, in Arms to fight 
againſt their lawful Soveraign, and join 
Parricide to Rebellion and Treachery. 
Nay, their Fury did not ftop at the Per- 
ſon of the King, they attack'd what was 
deareft to him, diſ-inherited his only Son, 
transfer'd the Crown to his Daughters by 
the firft Marriage, and after them to the 
Branch of Hanover, and then to that of 
Brandenburg, who are ftill more remote, 
than the Families of Savoy, Orleance, and 
ſeveral others. - = ; 5 | 
By this we may judge by what Right 
and Authority, Queen ANNE does now 
poſſeſs the Crown. But we muſt not touch 
on that String, *till the People's Minds be 
better diſpos'd for't. That Subject is too 
Nice, conſidering the preſent poſture of 
Affairs. On the contrary, we muſt at 
preſent ſeem to maintain Her Title as far 
as *tis not inconſiſtent with the Doctrine of 
Lineal Succeſſion, and Non-Reſiftance, 
which we muſt never abandon; otherwiſe. 
all will be loſt. But what need we be per- 
plex'd on that Head ? We have nothing 
to do, but to maintain boldly, that the 
Right of Queen ANEEZ is the fame with 
that of all other Kings; that *tis Heredi- 
tary, and founded on Proximity of Blood. 
That Language, far from doing us hurt, 
will eftabliſh our Principle, fix it in the 
Minds of the People, and inſenſibly pre- 
pare the Engliſp to receive their Prince, 


who is without Contradiction, the neareft | | 


and true Heir; and who alone, ſince the 


Death of his Father, has a Right to Claim 


the Crown, by Virtue of thoſe Maxims. 
You will ſay perhaps, that to offer at 
perſuading the People of this, is to impoſe 


too plainly upon the Publick ; fince every 
Body knows, that the Act of the Prince 


of Orange, which regulates the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, is founded only upon the 
pretended Rights of the People, to whom 
it expreſly aſcribes a power to chuſe for 
King, whom they pleaſe ; and to deſpoil 


good, 
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good, without the leaft regard to Proxi- 
mity of Blood or Birth. You may add, 


that according to this fine Principle, they 


put the Princeſs Mary, after the Prince of 
Orange, and would not have the Princeſs 
ANNE, to Reign till after the Death of 
the Prince. I ſay you may propoſe theſe, 


and other Objections to me: But allow me 
to tell you at the ſame time, Sir, That 


ou don't well enough know, the Power 
which the Clergy has over the People, who 


never examine things, but are ealily per- 
ſuaded of what they pleaſe, and eagerly re- 


ceive all that is told *em with Authority 
and Confidence. Their Genius Naturally 


leads them to that, and they embrace every 


thing with Fury, when their Paſſions are 


mov id, and at the ſame time animated with 


Sentiments of Hatred, Fear, Intereſt and 
Revenge. There's no Contradiction then 
ſo Palpable, nor Abſurdity ſo groſs, which 
they don't receive with all their Hearts, 
and will maintain at the Peril of a Thou- 
ſand Lives if they had them. After this, 
you may judge what they are capable of 


_ doing, when being poſſeſs'd with our Do- 


ctrine; they ſhall ſee the Prince who alone 
has thoſe Qualities, which are own'd to 
be abſolutely indiſpenſable for Lawfally 


poſſeſſing the Crown. But you muſt bring 


them to this inſenfibly, and 3 to 
the Method which I have juſt now hid 
down to you. When once they have got 


this Principle in their Heads, and their 


Paſhons are rais'd, our Enemies will find 
it in vain to make them ſenſible of their 


Contradictions; for they will not ſo much 


as liſten to them, but treat them and their 
Arguments, with the ſame Indignity and 
Contempt. A Baniſhment of above 20 


Years, has given me time enough to re- 


flea upon all thoſe things, and to under- 


ſtand the Nature of Mankind. Beſides, I 
can aſſure you, the Court here is of that 


Opinion, and perſuaded that ſuch a Turn 
as this can't fail of being advantageous to 
- Don't be afraid then to make uſe 
ST 5 

Nay, I could wiſh you would go fur- 


ther, fince the Minds of the People are 


fill much poſſeſs'd in favour of the Revo- 
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lution 3 that they will not fail to object it 
againſt the Doctrine of Non- Reſiſtance; and 
that *twill be dangerous to call it a Rebellion. 
I believe *twill be proper to maintain, that 
it has nothing to do with the Caſe, and 
that there was no Reſiſtance made uſe of 
at the Revolution. By this mearis, we 
ſhall diſmount the Enemies ftrongeſt Bat- 
tery, and make all their Attacks of no uſes 
Don't you object againft this Advice, Sir, 
and treat it as a Chimera. If you weigh 
well what I have ſaid of the power of the 
Clergy, and of the Genius of the People, 
you muſt agree, that if your Miniſters 
once maintain this Propoſition, the Peo- 
ple will receive it ſpeedily, as an uncon- 
trovertible Truth; and look upon ſuch as 
contradidt it, to be Enemies to the Church 
and State. Twill be enough to animate 
your Clergy to defend it, that the other 
Party rejett it with Contempt. But ſince 
our People value themſelves upon being 
able at Argument, and great Politicians, 
we muſt think of probable Reaſons to make 
the thing as plauſible as we can. 

It may be advanced at firſt, that the Re- 
volution being the Work of the Prince of 
Orange, if there were any Refiftance in it, 
it came from him, aud not from the People 
of England, *T was a Foreign Prince, who 
invaded the Dominions of” another, and 
not Subjects, who Revolted againſt their 
King; ſo that this was nothing to the Caſe 
of Reſiſtance. | | 

To this may be added, that tho ſome 
Engliſh join'd the Uſurper, they themſelves 
own'd their Fault, and procur'd from the 
Parliament an Act of Oblivion and Par- 
don, which exempted them from the Pe- 
nalties that the Laws ordain'd againſt Re- 
bels: So true is it, that the Doctrine of 


Paſſive-Obedience was always held in vio- 


lable. What ſignifies it, tho there be Con- 
tradictions in what one ſays, provided Peo- 
ple be diſpoſed to receive it? I know not 
but we may make good uſe of the P. of 
Orange's Canfeſſions in his Declarations 
that he had no Peſign to conquer England, 
but only againſt the King's pernicious 
Councellors; that his End was only to pro- 
cure the Meeting of a free Parliament, and 
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WE uſe of the means I have propos'd, you 


to deliver the Nation from thoſe ho be- 
ſieg'd his Majeſty; that he propos'd nothing 


elſe but to furniſh an Opportunity for re- 


ſtoring Things on the ſame Foot they were 
before, and that the Army he brought 
with him was not defign'd to invade the 
Kingdom, but only to guard his Perſon 
againſt the Violence and Practiſes of thoſe 
who had got the Kings Ear. In ſhort, it 
may be ſaid, that tho the Throne was de- 
clar'd vacant, and the Pr. of Orange plac'd 
upon it, *twas only becauſe James II. had 
voluntarily deſerted England; and that ha- 


| ij ving by doing ſo in a manner abandon'd 


his Dominions, they thought it better to 
chuſe another King than to throw them- 
ſelves into a frightful Anarchy, or at leaft 
to fall under Tyranny. Don't you believe 


now, Sir, that thoſe Arguments boldly ad- 


vanc'd by a Perſon of Gravity, are more 
than ſufficient to eftabliſh the Propoſition I 
laid downto you? Don't fail then to make 


= uſe of em, and aſſure your ſelf that this Af. 
= fair is of greater Importance than I can now 


ſay to you; you will eaſily perceive it your 
Self, if you conſider the Matter cloſely. 

You ſee, Sir, that according as you are 
able to perſuade the People of the Truth 
of thoſe Maxims, and prepare their Minds 
as I have mentioned, the Diffculties will 
be removed, and we ſhall gain as much 
Ground as the Diſſenters and Low-Church 
loſe. In the mean time, you muſt uſe all 
your Efforts to fill the higheſt and moſt 
eminent Poſts of the Church with Men of 
Boldneſs, and well affected to our Cauſe. 
For as I have told yon oftner than once, 
tis from them chiefly that we are to expect 
our Return. But how, will you fay, is 


this thing practicable, ſince our greateſt 
Enemies are equally in Poſſeſſion of the 


Miniftry and Parliament ? They are head- 
ed by able, cunning , vigilant and active 
Men, who profeſs a great Diſ-intereftedneſs 
and a particular Affection for the good of 
their Country, than which there's nothing 
more capable to win upon the minds of 
Men, and to gain the People. | 
[ confeis this is a great Obſtacle, and 
I ſhould look upon it as inſuperable on any 
other occaſion; yet, if you make a right 
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muſt agree that *tis not fo difficult to ac- 
compliſh as *twas believ'd at firſt, When 


once you have poſſeſs'd the People with 
thoſe Maxims, and that they look upon 
thoſe People as Enemies to the Charch of 
England and Monarchial Government, they 
will be as much againſt them as ever they 
were for them; and this I underſtand. is 


already begun with:good Succeſs. Beſi les, 
you are not ignorant that a new Miniftry 


does uſually bring on a new Parliament, 


and that the Parliament has the ſame In- 


fluence on the Miniſtry. I can't well ad- 
viſe you with which of the two you ſhould be- 
gin, for that depends on ſeveral particular 


Circumftances which change from time to 


time; but you muſt always be upon the 


Watch, and improve the happy Moment 


when it comes ; but you know too well the 
Management of a Court, to need my Di- 
rection in this Matter. I'll only tell you in 
general, that you may underhand repre- 


{ent our Enemies to Queen ANNE in the 


moſt diſadvatagious manner that can be; 
and that as Women are naturally more ten- 
der, and of a nicer Temper than Man, ydu 
may repreſent the leaſt Oppoſition they 
make to her as a want of reſpect, Submiſ- 
ſion and Deference; and thus you may 
charge the whole Party with the diſagree- 
able Steps that any particular Perſons are 


guilty of. Vou may at the ſame time 


publiſh to the World, that they treat that 


Princeſs without any Reſpect, oppoſe her 


moſt reaſonable Deſires, and keep her in 
a ſort of Slavery and Servitude. All this 


will produce its Effects, and may perhaps 


reſult in a new Miniſtry. OY 
But were there nothing to hope from 


this, *tis certain, that if after waving 


animated the People by the Methods 

have hinted, you-can get the preſent Par- 
liament difſoly'd „ we ſhall ſpeedily have 
another fill'd with our beft Friends. But 
as 'twill be difficult to obtain this, ſo long 
as her Enemies are in the Miniſtry, I 


know not as 1 told you already, with which 


of them you ſhould begin; that muſt be 
left to you, ho are upon the ſpot, and 
likewiſe to improve the Diviſions and Diſ- 


contents that may be among the Chiefs 


of rhe Governing Party. Then you muſt 


III d 
* 


endeavour to gain them by Careſſes, by 
prote ſta tions of ſerving them, and by pro- 
miſing all that can flatter their Ambition 
or Vanity. As Men are, tis not poſſible 
but you ſhould catch ſome with this Bait, 
and ſtrengthen our Intereſt, by weakening 
theirs. Tis by this means above all, you 


muſt gain the SFvots Members of Parlia- 


ment, and hring them to e with us, 
when any of thoſe Caſes offer; the deter- 
mination of which, ſeems to be a finiſhing 
Stroke : For as the People do not ſee the 
ſecret Spring, but always judge of things 


who gain the Victory as the ſtrongeſt and 
- moſt numerous, and afterwards fide with 
them accordingly. _ {+2 

All theſe Methods are no leſs proper to 
procure a NewParliament,than a New Mi- 
niſtry. And 'tis certain, that if either of 
'em have a defign to retrieve our Affairs, 
they may find a Thouſand ways to ſerve us, 
without declaring themſelves openly. This 
may be done in an indirect manner, fo as 
the People can apprehend nothing of it. 
But among all the different means to be 
made Uſe of, there's none more ſhort and 

ſure in my Opinion, than to favour France 
in the Proſecution of the War, which may 
be eaſily done, either by managing the Fi- 
nances, ſo as the Funds may fail , and the 
Credit of the Nation fink, by giving in- 
confiderable Snbſidies , or aſſigning them 
on uncertain Funds, that may be capable 
of many Deficiencies. If this were well ex- 
ecuted, I won'd revoke what I ſaid in the 
beginning of this Letter, that we are not 
to reckon upon any Foreign Aſſiſtance: 
For tis certain, that as foon as the Durch 
perceive that our Nation makes nothing 
but feeble Efforts to carry on the War, 
they will ſpeedily endeavour a ſeparate 
Peace with France. They will the more 
readily come into this, becauſe ſeveral of 
their Provinces have contributed nothing 
for a long time; that the Province of Al- 
land is exhauſted, and that all of 'em in 
general do earneftly wiſh for a Peace. 
On the other hand, they are already 

Mafters of almoſt all they deſir'd by the 
Preliminaries, and the moft Chriſtian King 


they may further demand for the Security 


of their State, and the advancement of 


their Commerce. After this, his Cathg- 
lick Majeſty will eaſily maintain himſelf in 
what he is already poſſeſs'd of, the Mo- 
narchy of Spain, He will then become a 
new Protector to us, and by joyning his 
Forces with thoſe of France, may put our 
Prince in a Condition to ſubdue both his 
Foreign and Domeftick Enemies. 

Theſe are the Methods,Sir,which we think 


will be moſt effectual to reftore his Maje- 


ſty of Great-Britain. For my own part, I 
look upon them as infallible, if they be 
made uſe of with the Diſcretion and Pru- 
dence, Which are neceſſary on all ſuch 
Occaſions. You muſt not diſcover your 
ſelf too much at firft, nor puſh on things 
with too much Ardour and Precipitation. 
But you may from time to time, detach 
as from an Army, hardy and bold Fellows, 
to ſound the Fords, to view the Enemy, 
and Skirmiſh with them. Such People as 
theſe being well ſuſtain d, and ſupported 
in due time, do ſometimes draw 4 Ene- 
my into Defiles, from whence they can't 
get out without being beat. 

As to what remains, you muſt always 
ſpeak of the Revolution with Applauſe, 
and approve the Toleration in a Senſe du- 
ly limited and rightly underſtood ; and 
fince what concerns Religion, is always 
the moſt tender and difficult Point, you 
muſt appear intirely Devoted to the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſhon. At the ſame time it 
may be privately inſinuated, that the King 


will turn Proteſtant; and if that be the 


only Obftacle in the way, however zealous 
his Majeſty is for the- Catholick Religion 
I make no doubt, but with the Conſent of 


his Holineſs, he will outwardly, for a time, 


profeſs himſelf a Proteftant. 

1 ſay, for @ time, becauſe I don't de- 
ſpair; but that after his Majeſty has reign'd 
peaceably for ſome Years, he may have 
the Happineſs to bring back the Engliſh to 
the Boſom of the Church of Rome. For 
my own part, I could not but return to 
it, after having compar'd the Books of the 


moſt On Doctors of the Church of 


Eng land, 


will make no difficulty to grant them what * 
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Biſhop of Aeaux. That learned and ſu- 
dicious Prelate conld not enough admire 
that our Engliſh Divines did not ſ2e that 
th-ir own Principles convicted them of 
being Schiſmaticks, and did neceſſarily lead 
them back to the Catholick Church. This 
he could not forbear ſaving to M. — 
when he thank'd him for Dr. Bulls Book 
againſt the Antitrinitariaus, Which he pre- 
ſented him with. This great Man told 
me often, that of all the Seas of Prote- 
ftants, there was none whole Principles 


were leſs conſiſtent than thoſe of the 


Church of England, and that their Divines 
have no reaſon to look. upon other Pro- 
teftants with ſo much Contempt, ſince 


they argue more conſequentially, and with 


greater Advantage than themſelves, The 
Reaſon of this is, ſays he, becauſe the 
Church of England having preſerv'd the 
Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy, and ſeveral Ce- 
remonies of the Church. 


the Authority of the Fathers, and to 
Councils, to defend themſelves againſt o- 
ther Proteſtants who reject all thoſe things, 


and wilt admit nothing but Scripture. 


But when they find themſelves preſs'd by 
the Catholicks, they have recourſe to the 
Hypotheſis of the ſame Proteftants, aban- 
don their firſt Principle, and intrench 
themſelves within the Authority of the 
Scripture alone. Thus, Sir, you ſee them 
reduc'd to make uſe of a double Weight 
and a double Meaſure. Allow me to give 
you an Inſtance. 5 3 

You may perceive with the leaft Atten- 
tion, that when once Men admit, as your 
Divines do, Tradition , and the Councils 
of the Six, or if you will, of the Four firſt 
Centuries of the Church (for on this oc- 
caſion Six is the ſame thing with Four, and 
Four with two) and that during this In- 
terval Councils were look'd upon as in- 
fa!lible , they muſt alſo admit Tradition 
and the Infallibility of Councils from that 
rime to this, the Reaſons are perfectly e- 
qual on both Sides; for if the firſt be good, 


the reft muſt be ſo likewiſe. In effett, if 
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England, with thoſe of the Catholicks, 
j and diſcours'd ſome Points with the late 


They are ob- 
lig'd to have recourſe to Tradition, to 


the Aſſurance which jeſus Chriſſ has given 


to his Church, that the Gates of Hell ſhall 


never prevail againſt her: and if the Pro- 


miſe which he has made to his Miniſters 


that he will be with them to the end of 


the World, and that every time they aſſem- 


ble in his Name, he will be in the midſt of 


them; I ſay, if this Aſſurance and this 
Promiſe had place for 400 Years, let them 


ſhow us that they have been annull'd ſince, 


and tell us the Motives which could.induce. 


Jeſus Chriſt to act in a manner that ap- 
pears ſo ſtrange, and ſo unworthy of the 


Saviour of Mankind? Will they fay , *tis 
becauſe the Doctrine is corrupted , the 
Diſcipline become too looſe, and that Su- 


perſtition is crept into the Church, and 


by Conſequence into the Councils? But 


beſides that, this is directly oppoſite to the 
Promiſes of Jeſus Chriſt, and that it be- 


longs co no particular Perſon or Aﬀembly 


to judge the- Catholick Church, by what 
Marks and Characters ſhall we know this 


pretended Corruption? How ſhall we 
prove it? They will ſay no doubt, becauſe 


the late Councils have not decreed accord- 
ing to the Word of God. Very well. 


The firſt Councils were not then infallible * 


but becauſe their Deciſions were agreea- 


ble to the Scripture, their infallibility then 


was not their proper, or what we call, 
an inherent Quality; *twas not from the 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, or an ef- 


fect of the promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt , but a 
meer accident and caſual thing, they 


might have as well decided. Wrong as 
Right. Then any Aſſembly which deter- 
min'd matters. 200 Years ago, or ſhall de- 


termin them now according to the Scri- 


pture, will be as infallible as any of the 
firft Councils. But what's that I pray to 
be conformable to the Scripture, who ſhall 
be judge ? For fince by this Principle, 
you deftroy all abſolute and viſible Autho- 
rity, every. particular perſon muſt ſet up. 


for a Judge of Controverſies, and cloath 


themſelves with that Infallibility of which 
you. have ſo freely diſpoiPd the Councils. 


An Independant, a Quaker, a Brouniſt; 


in a Word, the firſt Fanatick that offers 


himſelf, muſt haye a. full. Right to jadge 
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.of all the Deciſions of the Church of EA. 
gland, and the meaneft Cobler muſt have 
as great a Prerogative, as your whole Con- 
vocation. He will compare your Deciſi- 
ons with the Scripture, and if he find them 
not agreeable to it, muſt have a Right to 
ſcparate from your Church. Now as this 
Principle ſets all Chriſtians upon the ſame 
Foot, and grants em equal Privileges, 
your Cobler, after having form'd a Reli- 
gion of his own, will make his Family a 
Church, to which he is to be Father, 
Prieſt, Biſhop, Pope, and Council. After 
this, who can but admire, at the Proud 
and Inſulting Airs of your Divines: Mayn't 
they be aſham'd to call thoſe who differ 
from them Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, and 
Innovators ; As if thoſe People had not 
the Scriptures as well as they, and as if 
they could not judge your Church after 
their manner, and ſeparate from it when 
they think good, with as much Right and 
Authority, as you have judg'd and ſepara- 
ted your ſelves from the CatholickChurch ? 
| You are henceforward, as much. Here- 
ticks, with reſpe& to them, as you can 
pretend they are with reſpect to you. The 
Ballance cannot be more juſt: You ſee, 
Sir, into what a Chaos of Abſurdities, 
_ Contradictions and Impieties, your ſo much 
boafted Principles of the Church of En- 
gland, throw you. 
I his is fo true, that Ch:1l;ngworth, a Man 
of great Penetration, having examined all 
that Gallimathias, which you inſiſt upon 
of the Authority of the Fathers Traditions 
and Councils, made no ſcruple to turn Ro- 
man Catholick, and publiſhed a Book on 
that Subject, which I wiſh you would read. 
It's true, that he returned afterwards to 
the Communion of the Church of England, 
but how did he doit? By abjuring all the 
Counſels, Fathers, and Traditions, and 
declaring, that for Time to come, he 
would hold by nothing but the Scripture, 
that's to ſay, he embraced the Maxims I 
juſt now mentioned, which you condemn. 
ſo much in the Calviniſts ndependants,. and 
all your other Sectaries: He was very ſen- 
ſible of it himſelf ; and it was certainly out 
of deference to. your Divines, that he re- 
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fuſed to publiſh the Motives of his ſecond 
Change, notwithſtanding all the preſſin 1 
Inſtances made to him on that Head, It 
was the ſame, as to the Author of a famous 
Book, Intitul'd, The Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church, againſt the Prieſts of the Church of 
Rome, and all others, who arrogate an In- 
dependent Power. I underſtand from Fa- 
ther, that this Author being at x- 
ford, in a certain College, turn'd Roman 
Catholick, being preſs'd to it by the Con- 
ſequences of your Principles about Tradi- 
tion, and the Authority of the Church: 
But ſome time after, he returned to the 
Church of England, and Maintain'd, that 
the Scripture alone was to be the Rule of 
Faith and Manners' among all Chriftians. 
It is true, he had not the ſame Reſpet for 
your Doctors, as Ch:ll:ngworth ; for in the 
Book, whoſe Title I juſt now mentioned, 
he proves, unanſwerably, that according 
to the Principles of your Reformation, 
not only every particular Perſon is a Judge 
in Matters of Faith; ſo that he may, and 
ought, to follow the Religion, which he 
thinks moft agreeable to the Scripture, but 
has alſo a Natural Power to Exerciſe all 
the Functions which belong to Chriſtia- 
nity z for Inftance, to Preach and Admi- 
niſter the Sacraments. This Principle, as 
you ſee, abſolutely deſtroys all Eccleſiaſti- 
ca! Hierarchy, and Order of Prieſt-hood, 
which is the ſame at bottom with that of 
the Calvznifts, as may be ſeen by the Wri- 
tings of Monfieur Claud, and the Biſhop 
of Meaux, from whence-it would ſeem, that 
Author has taken the greateſt part of his 
Proofs : But as at the ſame time, he over- 
turns all the Authority and pretended Di- 
ſtinctions of your Clergy, I am not ſur- 
priz'd that your Divines cry'd out ſo much 
againſt that Book, and did ſo bitterty re- 
proach the Author. They ſucceeded bet- 
ter by that, than by all the Anſwers they 
gave him; for I am very well informed, 
that among Men of Senſe, his Arguments 
are ſtill reckon'd to ſtand im full Force. 
That Work will be an Eternal Monu- 
ment of your Reproach, and of the Tri- 
umph of the Catholick Church. There- 
fore, we are about tranſlating it here, with 
a 
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a larg2 Commentary, wherein will he dif- 
covered to all Europe, the Ridiculouſneſs 
and Abſurdity of your Principles. The 
Terms of Prieſts of the Church of Rome, 
which the Author has put in his Title 


Page, have not lo much provok'd us, as 


to make us change our Opinion, for they 
concern you more than us; but perceive 
that my Letter ſwells beyond my Inten- 
tion. f | | 
You ſee, Sir, the Advantages we have 
over you, if we conſider Things only in 
General; what muſt it be then, if by de- 
ſcending to Particulars, I ſet before your 
Eyes, the ſcandalous Manner by which 
your Reformation was introduced. There 
to make uſe of the Expreſſions of a Great 
Princeſs of our Nation, whom God was 
pleaſed to convert, you will ſee that Henry 
the Eighth only left the Church of Rome, 
and oppoſed the Authority of the Pope, 
2cauſe he would not ſuffer him to Di- 
vorce his Wife and marry another. That 
Edward the Sixth being an Infant, his Un- 
cle, who govern'd in his Name, abuſing 
the Royal Authority, enrich'd himſelf by 
. appropriating to his Family, the Lands 
and Poſſeſſions of the Church. That 
Queen El:zabeth not being the lawfal 
Heirefs of the Crown, could not be able to 
maintain Her ſelf in Her unjuſt Poſſeſſion, 


but by renouncing the true Church, the 


Purity of whoſe Doctrine, was inconſiſtent 
with Her Ufurpation. You will perceive 
that this Queen ſet Her ſelf up as a Papeſs, 
and Head of the Church ; that the Par- 
liament aſſumed to themſelves the infalli- 
bility of Councils, determined points of 
Religion, and made one after their own 
Faſhion, without liftening to the Remon- 
ftrances of the Biſhops, or the humble Re- 
queſts of the Clergy aſſembled in Convo- 
Cation. : | | 

You will ſee that the Arch- Biſhop of 
Tork, and Fhirteen other Biſhops, the only 
true Prelates then left in England, refus d to 
Ordain Parker, whom the Queen had Na- 
med to be Arch=Biſhop of Canterbury; and 
that notwithſtanding this, he was ad vanc'd 
to that Dignity, In fine, zou will ſee that 
the New Clergy was continually ſubject. to 
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the Queen and Parljament, depended always 


Puritans improved thoſe Diviſions, Joined 
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on their Will, and did nothing but by their 
Order. This was the leaſt Puniſhment that 


their Separation from the Church, their Bi- 


gatry to a ſhameful and Sacriiegious Schiſm, 


which had disfigur'd the true Religion. and 
took from the Faithful, all that could Nou= 


riſh their Devotion and Piety, did merit. 
It is'rue, that the ſame Schiſmatical Cler= 
gy returning ſpeedily to their Senles, felt 


the weight of their Oppreſſion, and groaned 


heavily under it; but as they knew at the 


ſame time, that they could never caſt off 


the Yoak, ſo long as Englan ] continued in 
the Schiim, they endeavomed to retire from 
it by degrees, and inſenſibly to return to 


the Catholick Church, They reſtored Al- 


tars in their Quires, with Wax Candles, 
not lighted, and they ordered the People 
to Bow to them, as they entred the Church, 


They renewed the practice of Conlecra- 


ting Churches and Chappels, which they 
adorned with Pictures, and Replanted with 


Organs. Excommunications were renewed 


with a great deal of Pomp and Severity, 
They maintain'd, that the Eccleſiaſtical Hie= 


rarchy was of Divine Inſtitution, and that 
it was eſſential to the true Church, to have 


an uninterrupted Suece ſſion of Biſhops, ſince 
the time of the Apoſtles. They looked upon 
Foreign Proteſtant Miniſters, to be Men 
without Character and Miſſion, becauſe 
they had no Epiſcopal Ordination. They 


ipoke of the Pope as the firft Biſhop of the 


Chriſtian Church, and infinuated, that it 
was not impoſſible to re-unite the Church 


of England, with the Catholick Church, 


who is her Mother, They treated the Puri- 
tans with a great deal of Rigour, and ſhewed 
the Catholicks much Reſpect. They teſtificd 
abundance of averſion and coldneſs to Fo- 
reign Proteſtants, and obliged the Walloons, 


or Calviniſts, who fl-d into Exglind, durin 
the Reign of Edward the Sixth, and Queen 
Elizebeth, to ſend their Children to the 
Church of England, that they might be bred. 


up in the Publick Religion. | 
This was the Happy State of the Church, 


when King Charles I. had the misfortune. 


to embroil himſelf with his Parliament. The 


the 
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Men join'd them, and the Affairs of Reli⸗ 
gion were put, by the Parliament, among 
the ir Grievances. They cut off the Head ot 
Arch-Biſhop Laud, who was the Scourge 
of the Puritans, and Low-Church-Men : 
At laſt, that Fatal Civil Wer, kindled more 
and more, and did not end, till the Epiſ- 
copal Hierarchy was aboliſhed, and an exe- 
crable Parricide committed on the beſt Prince 
that ever was in the World. By this means, 
all the Projects we had form'd, and all the 
hopes we had conceiv d, did vaniſh. 
The Tyranny of cromwel, was no lefs 
fatal to the Catholicks, then to the Church 
of England Men, eſpecially ae where 
they exerciſed all forts of Cruelties apdinft- 
them, on pretence of revenging the Maſ. 
o 31 * 
Tze Ulur per being deſirous to procure the 
good will of Foreign Proteſtants) affected 
on all occaſions; to maintain them againſt * 
Catholick Princes, their lawful Soveraigns, 
You certainly know, Sir, that he obliged: the 
Duke of Savoy. to tolerate. the Vaudors, and 
hindred the Court of France from puniſhing, / 
the Hugoner of Nimes; who, by on unheard 
of Inſolence, and abominable. Sacritege; had 
abuſed; a Prieſt, carry ing the Sacrament abaut,. 
and frode in the. Dirt the Body of our Sa- 
viour. Grommel. made himſeif ſo ſormi- 
able to Cardinal Aa carina, that he prevail d 
with him to beniſh the poor Prieſt, as it 
he had been the occaſion of that execrable 
A Ä . ˙ U 4 ; 
During, this time, :Cherles II. did all he 
could te 'oblige Frauce and ' Spain to aſſiſt 
him again his rebellious. Subjects; hut 
the War, which was then betwixt thoſe 
two Crowns made his: Solicitations of no 
effect. When that Prince underſtood that 
Cardinal. Mazarine was gone to the Fron- 
tiers of Spain, to negotiate a Treaty of 
Peace with Dom Lewis de Haro, his Ca- 


tholick Majeſty's. Plenipotentiary, he 


thought the occaſion. muſt needs be fa vour- 
able to treat of his Reſtauration, and went 
himſelf to Font-Arabie. Dom Lewis recei- 
ved him in the moſt obliging manner in 
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the Malecontents, and publiſhed throughout the World, but the Cardinal refuſed to 
the Nation, That there was a deſign to bring ſee him, being till afraid of the predomi- 

in Popery. A great Number of Low=-Church- ning Party in England. In the mean time 


Dom Lewis ſpoke zealouſly to him in fa- 
vour of our Prince, and exhorted him 

preſſingly to engage the moſt Chriftian 
King to join with his Catholick Majzfty 
in reſtoring him to his Dominions. The 
Cardinal excus'd himſelf at firft, becauſe of 
the Power of the Parliamentarians z but 
finding himſelf much preſs'd, he declar'd 
expreſly , that as long as Charles II. con- 
tinued an Heretick, he muſt not look for 
any Aſſiſtance from France; and that it 
would even be a Shame for any other Ca- 
tholick Prince to think of reſtoring him. 
Dom Lewis, who expected that Objection, 
aſſured him, that the King of England was 
already a Catholick in his Heart, and gave 
him ſuch Prodfs of it, as put him out of all 


doubt concerning that Matter. 


- Thoſe two Minifters did afterwards con- 
clude a Treaty with the King, by which 
they promis'd him, according to the full 
Powers they had receiv'd, that the Kings 
of Frante-an® Spain would join their Forces 
ta re-eftabliſh him upon the Throne of 
Great Brilain, on condition that he would 
reſtore the Catholick Religion. The 
King engag*d himſelf to employ all his 
Power: for that End; but the Revo- 


| lution. that happen'd ſoon after, broke all 


thoſe Meaſures, and gave another Turn 
to Affairs. The Parliament pray'd his 
Majeſty to come and take poſſeſſion of the 
Crown. This obliged him to conceal his 
Religion, and outwardly to conform to 
the Church of England. As ſoon as that 
Pyirice came to the Throne, he reſtored 
the Church of England upon its ancient 
Foot, and willingly conſented to every 
thing which the Clergy of that Cburch 
demanded for the Deſtfuction of the Puri - 
tans, and other Sectaries, who refuſed to 
conform. Nay, he did not ſpare the Pres- 
byterlans, tho' his Majefty owed his Re- 
turn to them, and had made them many 
fair Promiſes, during his Stay at Breda. 

The Hatred which the Church of Eng- 
land Clergy always had to them, was 
much encreaſed bu the bar 


— — 


1 they had received from them during their 
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Religion did not at firſt ſeem prejudicial 


BE Ulurpation. He ſought all Methods to re- to the Deſign of King James II. All things t 
vvenge himſelf upon them, but could not ac- ſucceeded according to Wiſh the firſt two 9 
= compliſh their Deſtruction. This Obſta- Years of his Reign; but having about him = 
ele hindered the Project concerted in the ſome People of a fiery and turbulent Zeal, S 
former Reign from advancing much. On and on the other hand he not having diftin- a 
the other hand, the King attempted ſeve- guiſh'd his true Friends from ſecret Trai- 
ral times to aboliſh the Laws that had tors, he took precipitant Meaſures, which V 
been made againft Catholicks, but with- alienated the Minds of the People, and tl 

# out Succeſs, The Cabals and Plots conti- rendred him ſuſpected to thoſe whom it was i 
nually made againſt him hindred the Ae- his Intereſt' to have manag'd moſt tc 
compliſhment of his Deſign: But percei- You are ſenſible, Sir, that I mean the th 
ving himfelf nigh his End, and that he Church of Eng land Clergy. Intereſt as I ti 
had no more Worldly Intereſts to manage, have already told you, being the great "W-.: AU 

he openly declared himſelf a Catholick, Spring of their Actions, they ought to have 3 
and received the Holy Sacrament. been taken by that handle, and loaded ti. 
You'll pardon me, Sir, that I have been with Favours, tho the Catholick Prieſts 2M 


ſhould have loft by it for ſome time. Se- 


upon this Article, becauſe ſhou | | | w 
veral Bifhops and Minifters had been gain- I ha 


ſome what lon 
I fancied you'd be well enough pleas'd to 


he further inform'd of ſome Particulars ed that way; they were made good Ca- 2 

that you have read. I have them from a tholicks, and waited only for a favourable bi 

ver good Hand, and they are known but N to declare themſelves © FF vi 

to few. But inftead of following that, Method, va 

The late King who always thought him- *twould ſęeem they affected to give them 

ſelf obliged to conceal -his Religion, pro- Occaſions of Jealouſy: They deliver'd the. al 

feſs'd it publickly when he came to the Nokconformiſts from the Rigour of the Laws, dy 

Crown. I know that thoſe who advis'd and ſeem'd to ſet them upon the ſame Foot fig 

him to this Step did it with a good Inten- with the Church of England. Favours were Th 

tion; Vet I'm of Opinion, that he had granted to ſeveral Catholicks. The Uni- tin 

done better to have diſſembled a little verſities were chagrin'd, ſome Poſts were 4 cot 

longer. I think he .ought to have ſtay d fill'd with Strangers; and in a Word, all par 

till his Party had been better form'd, till things ſeem'd to be in a readineſs for de- Ch 

he had been better aſſured of the Church : ſpoiling the Church of England of her Re- no\ 

N of England, and till the Catholicks had venues and Subſiſtance. This immediately the 

17 been encreas'd in Number and Authority. alarmed the whole Body. They cried out, of 
f in 


that Religion was loft; that the Laws were 


For after all, there's a great deal of dif- 
trampled under Foot, and that the Coun- af 


ference betwixt a Prince,, who profeſſing 


; another Religion than that of his Subjects, try was at the brink of Deftrution. They pro 
| would oblige them to leave their own, and beſought the Help of a Foreign Prince, knc 
to follow his, and a Prince, who ſeeming and pteach*d nothing to the People but to 
to profeſs the ſame Doctrine with his Sub- Sedition and Rebellion. Twas properly | me 
jects, changes their Religion, after he is ſpeaking, their Application to the Prince | C 
afſur'd of a Party who is capable to ſup- of Orange, that ſpoil'd all, for had he not dy 
port him, and to caſt the Balance on his eſpouſed them, I believe, all their Cla=' | Sat 
Side. The latter ſpeedily draws the whole mours would have ſignify'd little. The | do 
Kingdom after him; whereas the other King had then Power in his hands; and | ta 
is in Oppoſition to all his Subjects. conſidering the Character I gave you at the 
This is very dangerous, eſpecially when firft of the Engliſh, they would have born [| _ Va 
a Prince has not the ſame; Power with his the Yoke with patience, and ſubmitted to | Pi 
Predeceſſors. We muſt however confeſs, what ke had pleaſed. | Re 1 
that the open Profeſſion of the Catholic | vou 


You will pardon me this ſort of Repeti- 
tion, Sir, for fince *tis not impoſſible that 
the ſame thing may happen again, We 
cannot too frequently reflect on the falſe 
Steps we took, that we may avoid them 
another time. I return to my Subject. 
The Church of Eng land 8 percei- 
ving that the Revolution had aſcertain'd 
the Non-conformiſts a Toleration, of a 
9 Extent than the late King defign'd 
to have granted them, they grew afraid 
that one day or other they might ſeize 
their Revenues, and poſſeſs themſelves of 
their Benefices, nor did they diſſemble 
their Fear. This join'd to the Exhorta- 
tions and Writings, of Perſons who had 
never violated the Submiſſion and Fealty, 
which they ow'd to their lawful Prince, 
has produc'd a very good Effeft. . The 
Clergy have renew'd the Plan of Arch= 
biſhop Taud ; and according to all the Ad- 
vices we received, they make great Ad- 
vances towards the Catholick Church. 
We have likewiſe been informed with 
extream Satisfaction, that they have alrea- 
dy puſh'd Things farther than was de- 
ſign'd in the Reign. of K. Charles the Firſt. 
There was nothing almoſt intended at that 
time, but the Externals of Religion; they 
contented themſelves, for inſtance , to ſe- 
parate the Chancel from the Body of the 
Church, and to place an Altar there: But 


now that this external Part is eſtabliſhed, 


they endeavour to introduce the Doctrine 
of the Church. We know very well that 
in Univerſities and elſewhere, they ſpeak 
of the Euchariſt as a real Sacrifice, and 
propitiatory Oblation , Expreſſions as un- 
known to Proteſtants, as they are common 
to Catholicks. Tis alſo certain they can 
mean nothing elſe but th? Doctrine of the 
Church, as to the real Preſence of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar. *Tis without 
doubt, that in this Senſe your Doctors 
take it, ſince we underſtand there are 
thoſe among them, who practice the Ele- 
vation: Otherwiſe, twould be an impious 

Piece of Mockery, and a Complication 
of Abſurdities, of which 1 can't believe 
them capable. They do likewiſe Defend, 
with Succeſs, the Prerogatives of the 
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Prieſthood, the Neceſſity of *Abfolution » © 
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and the Power of the Prieſt to forgive 
Sins. They dv ſtill a great lea! more; 
for they Attack the Reformation in its 
Foundations and Principles. In ſhort, the 
moft eminent of the Clergy write againſt 
the pretended Supremacy of the Kings of 
England , and claim it to themſelves, as 
their hy Right; and that they can't, 
without 

thority in Matters of Religion, Diſtinct 
and Independant from the Temporal Pow- 
er, yet *tis upon the Authority of the Se- 
cular Power, as I have ſhew'd you, that 
the Reformation is founded and ſolely de- 
pends; fo that the Maxims of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen being once eftabliſh'd, it muſt ne- 
cefſarily follow, that the pretended Refor- 
mation is a Sacrilegious Uſurpation, @ 


Frightful Schiſm, and a Manifeſt Rebellion 


againſt the Church of God, and the SuC- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles ; but *tis the Cha- 
racter and Spirit of Hereſy, to raiſe it ſelf 
upon the Ruins of all that is Holy and 
Sacred. | 

You ſee by this, Sir, how eaſy a Re- 
union may be effected between the Two 
Churches, were his Majeſty Reſtored to 
the Throne of his Anceſtors. 

He will readily grant the Clergy that 
Authority and Independency, for which 
they wiſh ſo ardently. Tis their part then 
to ule their utmoſt Efforts to accompliſh 
ſo good a Work, and to haften the Return 


of a Prince, who ought to be ſo dear aud 


precious to them. | 
But *tis time to conclude. You will be 


pleaſed to communicate this Memorial to 
all our beft Friends, and you may let them 
take Copies of it, if you pleaſe, except 


what relates to the Matter of Religion: 


For as this is a very nice point, I ſhould 
be ſorry *twere known; and pray you to 


communicate it to none, but thoſe you are 


well aſſured of. 

We are very much troubled that we 
have no News from - 
give my Service to all our Friends, parti- 
cularly to Adieu, dear Sir. 
Remember always the Duty you owe to 


your Prince and your Country. 
| I am, £97 
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acrilege, be deprived of an Au- 
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